The word 'tribology' was coined in 1966. In a publication by Her Majesty's Stationary Office, which has become known as the Jost Report, it was defined as 'the science and technology of interacting surfaces in relative motion and of the practices related thereto'. It is a subject area primarily concerned with the lubrication, friction and wear of moving parts in machinery. It is strongly interdisciplinary in nature and reflects a generic technology with relevance to all industrial sectors. The scientific base of tribology has been substantially developed during the latter part of the nineteenth century and during the twentieth century. The establishment of the subject area in a coherent fashion during the 1960s was identified with the remarkable potential to effect financial savings in the industrial sector through improved application of tribological knowledge.
The Journal of Engineering Tribology will maintain the high standards of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers in the publication of quality, learned society papers. It is to be devoted to the engineering science and technological application of tribology associated with lubricated machine elements. The journal will address the analysis and design of machine elements such as plain bearings, rolling element bearings, gears, seals, piston rings, hydrostatic bearings, gas bearings, cams and followers and a range of other mechanisms lubricated by fluids. Papers of a fundamental nature reporting analysis and experiments associated with hydrodynamic, elastohydrodynamic, microelastohydrodynamic, mixed and boundary lubrication will be welcome. The subject of wear will also be covered, with the emphasis on lubricated wear. Relevant papers associated with materials technology and those dealing with lubricant rheology, technology and chemistry as linked to the functioning of machine elements will also be sought. Occasionally the publication of high quality review papers will be undertaken and book reviews will also be included.
The Editorial Panel wishes to offer a particular encouragement to papers from practising engineers in industry. Technical papers showing the application of new knowledge to the analysis of the behaviour of components or machines in real-life situations have a valuable role in engineering. The constraints imposed on engineers through operating in an industrial environment are recognized and accepted. Papers from such a quarter might take a number of forms, for example the results of well-recorded service trials, case studies and developmental studies of tribological mechanisms in real-world situations.
The first quarter of a century after the introduction of the word 'tribology' is recognized as one of tremendous development in the understanding of the engineering science underpinning the subject area. It is to be hoped that the coming years will see an increasing and effective technological application of tribological knowledge to machine elements which are so vital to the industrial and commercial sectors. The Editorial Panel of the new Journal, John Bell, Duncan Dowson, Jim Greenwood, Chris Hooke, Dave Parkins, Brian Roylance and Denis Summers-Smith, together with our overseas corresponding members, joins with me in the commitment to contribute to the international tribological community in a manner that we sincerely hope will be of widespread value. We invite the submission of your studies, research and practice associated with tribology to the Journal of Engineering Tribology .
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